In form, Footix bears witness to the importance and influence of the bande dessinée in French culture as he is a somewhat simplistic cartoon cockerel drawn entirely in primary colours with exaggerated anthropomorphic features (see Fig. 1 ) . He has an enlarged yellow beak and wears a permanent smile. His crest is red and he wears an all blue jump suit rounded off with stylized blue football boots (recognizable as such only by their studs). On his chest, the words 'France 98' are written in white. Finally, he has usually been depicted carrying a white football in his 'hand'. It has to be said that Footix's status as a cockerel -important though it is for the FCS, ix (1998), 239-247. discussion which follows -might well not be immediately obvious to all observers given that he is a rather nonsensical combination of a humanoid body and a grossly distorted avian head. In terms of his appearances, though, Footix has been virtually ubiquitous. He adorns all manner of promotional items from scarves to tee shirts and from posters to key-rings; naturally, there are cuddly Footix toys available to buy in shops and the mascot even appears as a character on France 98's official Internet site. 2 France'. 9 The cockerel was first a potent symbol for the Celts not only because of its proverbial sexual prowess but also because it is the bird which announces the arrival of dawn, that is the rebirth of the sun, itself a powerful object of worship in pagan cultures: in a sense, then, the cockerel was revered, not least of all in Roman Gaul, because of its link with the solar myth and notions of resurrection. 10 The symbol was then appropriated by the early Christian church for which the cockerel became associated with the soldier-saint, Saint
Michael and, in the Middle Ages, it started to appear on church steeples in France. 11 In medieval times, though, it was France's foreign enemies who first used the cockerel in word and image in a pejorative way to mock the French king or, by extension, France itself by stressing the negative aspects of the bird's character and behaviour. 12 It is only from the fourteenth century on that French 16 Under the July Monarchy (1830-1848), the cockerel's status as national symbol was reaffirmed and it started to make an appearance on the flagpoles of the National Guard. 17 In 1848, the bird took its place on the official seal of the Second Republic (1848-1852)
and from 1889, it again appears on certain French coins such as the gold 20 Franc piece. 18 Finally, it is worthy of note that, in the twentieth century, the cockerel has been adopted as a symbol by 
